
VIRTUAL ADULT BOOK CLUB DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR 

“The Water Keeper” by Charles Martin 

 

1. Who do you think the water keeper is?  What are the ways water heals in 

the book? 

2. The idea of leaving the ninety-nine to go after the one and that the needs 

of the one outweigh the needs of many is repeated throughout the story. 

What do you think about the choices Murphy makes to pursue the one? 

Have you ever had to make that choice?  Have you ever had someone 

come after you? 

3. When did you realize who David Bishop was? What were the clues? 

4. Murphy says, “Love is an amazing thing. It takes the brokenness, the scars, 

the pain, the darkness, everything, and makes it new.” How do you see 

this happen in the story? Is it also true for Murphy? 

5. Before reading this book, how much did you know about sex trafficking? 

Were you surprised that it happens in the US, or did you think it was a 

problem more prevalent in other parts of the world? 

6. Colorado told Murphy, “We don’t love because people love us back. We 

love because we can. Because we were made to.  Because it’s all we have.” 

How does each of the main characters struggle to give and accept love? 

7. Do you agree with Marie’s decision to fake her death?  What about 

Colorado’s decision to keep the truth from Murphy? 

8.  How do you feel about the ending?  What do you think will happen to 

Murphy?  He wrote his name on the wall in the chapel, but do you think 

he is truly free? 

9. Colorado challenged Murphy to write down the names of all the people 

he loved.  Who would be on your list?  Whose list would you be on? 

10.What do you think about the names Murphy has tattooed on his back?  

Do you think it’s healthy for him to carry them on his body? 


